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of every inhabitant, and of all lands, houses, tithes
impropriate, appropriations of tithes, and all stocks
and estates, ... in equal proportion according to
their respective worth and values."1 In 1703 the act
2 & 3 Ann., c. 8, authorised the guardians of the poor
in Worcester to assess sums of money iipon "the
respective inhabitants or occupiers of lands, houses,
tenements, tithes impropriate, appropriations of tithes,
and on all persons having and using stocks and per-
sonal estates in the said city, ... in equal proportion
according to their several and respective values."
This doubtless incorporated Worcester opinion as to
what ought to be taxed, and also was not found re-
pugnant to ordinary principles by the Parliament
which passed it. In 1711 we have another act (10
Ann., c. 15) in which a most strenuous effort is made
to subject every kind of property to rating. It is
for the establishment of a workhouse for the Nor-
wich parishes, and empowers the churchwardens and
overseers to lay a rate " on the respective inhabitants,
and on every parson and vicar, and on all and every
the occupiers of lands, houses, tenements, tithes im-
propriate, and appropriations of tithes, and on all
persons having and using stocks and personal estates
in the said respective parishes, ... or having money
out at interest, in equal proportion as near as may
be according to their several and respective values
and estates.53

There does not appear to have been much litigation
on the subject at this time. Disputes were carried as
far as the sessions, but not further. In 1698 several

1 7 & 8 W. III., private acts cxxxii.; not printed in its place in
Statutes of the Realm, "but recited in 13 Ann., c. 32.